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theology at Edinburgh, and the most illustrious of
Scottish theological professors. In the same year
Hamilton proposed to inaugurate a select class
for metaphysical devotees, an attractive novelty
in the university. A combination of the meta-
physic of Hamilton with the theology of Chalmers
seemed exactly to suit my case; so, without
foreclosing questions about a future career, it
was settled that these two were to be my chief
studies in the winter of 1838-39.

This new class for metaphysics was the occasion
of a public controversy, characteristic of Hamilton,
which lasted during that winter and entertained us
all. The Town Council of Edinburgh was then
intrusted by law with the superintendence of the
university, and this expansion of the new pro-
fessor's work, prompted by his philosophical zeal,
had been undertaken without previous sanction
by the civic administrators. The Council, jealous
of their authority, threatened the professor with an
interdict. A prolonged correspondence followed.
Letters full of elaborate definitions, and syllo-
gisms worthy of Scotus or Lombardus, were con-
temptuously hurled by Hamilton at the muni-
cipal authorities; all in curious contrast to the
simplicity and brevity of the rejoinders by then the end of October.     Its  popula-
